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March 20th - 28th, 2020

Highland Park High School Band
American Celebration of Music Concert
Series in Austria & the Czech Republic
The Beethoven 250th Tour
Custom 2020 Tour (7 nights / 9 days)
Day 1

Friday, March 20th, 2020
Depart Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport via scheduled air service to
Munich, Germany. Your transatlantic flight will include meal services and inflight entertainment

Day 2

Saturday, March 21st
Munich / Salzburg
(D)
Arrive in Munich
Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to the awaiting
motorcoach for transfer to Salzburg. Your MCI Tour Manager will remain
with you for your entire time in Europe
Take a panoramic Sound of Music city tour of Salzburg, including important
movie sights such as Mirabell Palace and Gardens, and the famed Gazebo
located at Hellbrunn Palace
Check into your hotel with free time to freshen up
Welcome Dinner included and overnight

Salzburg, Mozart's birthplace, is a delight from the first sight of the outline of the
Hohensalzburg Fortress, the symbol of the power of the prince-archbishops. The city’s
picturesque streets with their wrought-iron signs, its spacious squares with sculptured
fountains and the noble architecture of its buildings inspired by bishops with a passion
for construction, leave memories which linger for years
Day 3

Sunday, March 22nd
Salzburg
(B,D)
Full buffet breakfast included at the hotel
Enjoy a morning guided tour of Salzburg including Mirabell Palace and
Gardens, Mozart Square, the Dom (cathedral), University Church, entrance to
the Mozarthaus (Mozart's birthplace) and a cable car ride up to the Fortress
(for an unparalleled view of the city below)
Lunch, on own
Afternoon continued sightseeing of Salzburg with some free-time for
shopping
Highland Park High School Band Evening Concert Performance at the
University Church as part of the American Celebration of Music in
Austria Concert Series
Evening dinner included and overnight

Day 4

Monday, March 23rd
Salzburg / Mondsee / Melk / Vienna (B,D)
Full buffet breakfast included at the hotel
Transfer to Mondsee to visit St. Michael’s Church (site of The Sound of Music
wedding)
Continue to Melk to visit the world-famous Abbey. The Abbey of Melk
which crowns a rocky bluff overlooking the Danube more than 150 ft. above
the river, is the apogee of Baroque architecture in Austria
Lunch, on own

Then it is off to Vienna with a stop/visit to the Vienna City Cemetery upon
arrival to visit the graves of Beethoven, Strauss, Brahms, Schubert and the
Mozart Memorial
Afternoon hotel check-in
Dinner, included at a local restaurant
Attend an evening Vienna Philharmonic Concert (50 Euro Ticket Included)
Overnight at your hotel

Vienna is still considered the music capital of the world. It is a city of refined tastes,
grace, style and unmatched artistic accomplishments. For a thousand years, Vienna was
the capital of the far-flung Holy Roman and Hapsburg empires. Though its people and
ways have changed, Vienna has retained its imperial monuments, not as reminders of
past glories, but as living symbols of its present freedom
Day 5

Tuesday, March 24th
Vienna
(B,D)
Full buffet breakfast included at the hotel
Enjoy a guided tour of Historical Vienna includes the Ringstráße, Imperial
Palace, State Opera, Town Hall, Burgkapelle (home of the Vienna Boys
Choir), Palace Stables, Strauß Monument, and entrance to Schönbrunn Palace,
built by the Hapsburgs in imitation of Versailles
Lunch, on own
Highland Park High School Band Afternoon shared/exchange and
performance with a local High School Band Program as part of the
American Celebration of Music in Austria Concert Series
Evening private dinner and reception hosted for the Highland Park High
School Band (and guests) at the personal residence of Dr. Jutta Unkart-Seifert;
former Secretary of Education for the Austrian Federal Ministry and current
President of the European Cultural Initiative organization
Evening dinner included and overnight

Day 6

Wednesday, March 25th
Vienna
(B,D)
Full buffet breakfast included at the hotel
Half-day guided tour of Musical Vienna includes entrance to the Haus der
Musik (House of Music), a modern interactive sound museum located in the
historic city center. This tour also includes the Museum of the Vienna
Philharmonic, which is part of the House of Music. The Musical Vienna tour
concludes with a visit (entrance included) to the Beethoven Heligenstadt
apartment
Lunch, on own
Afternoon continued sightseeing of Vienna with some free-time for shopping
Highland Park High School Band Evening Concert Performance at the
Minoritenkirche as part of the American Celebration of Music in
Austria Concert Series
Evening dinner included and overnight

Day 7

Thursday, March 26th
Vienna / Prague
(B,D)
Full buffet breakfast included at the hotel
Morning visit to the Kahlenberg located in the Vienna Woods to see the
Beethoven trail, where Beethoven often visited and spent time for music
inspiration
Transfer to Prague
Lunch, on own
Upon arrival, enjoy an afternoon tour of Musical Prague including entrance to

the Lobkowicz Palace to view original scores and manuscripts by Beethoven,
including his 4th & 5th symphonies
Evening dinner included and overnight

Prague achieved much of its present glory in the 14th century, during the long reign of
Charles IV. During the Middle Ages, Prague enjoyed a golden age - a time when
Prague was larger than Paris or London! The Hapsburgs also left their artistic and
architectural mark. Today, Prague is universally declared one of the most beautiful
cities in Europe
Day 8

Friday, March 27th
Prague
(B,D)
Full buffet breakfast included at the hotel
Morning guided tour of Prague includes seeing the Charles Bridge, Old Town
Square, the Tyn Church, the Astronomical Clock, and the Jewish Quarter.
Also visit the Castle District, where entrance is included to Hradcany Castle,
St. Vitus Cathedral, the Old Royal Palace, the Golden Lane, and Daliborka
Tower
Lunch. on own
Afternoon continued sightseeing of Prague with some free-time for shopping
Highland Park High School Band Evening Concert Performance at the
Church of St. Salvator as part of the American Celebration of Music in
the Czech Republic Concert Series
Evening Farewell Dinner included and overnight

Day 9

Saturday, March 28th
Depart for home
(B)
Full buffet breakfast included at the hotel
Transfer to Prague’s airport for return flight. Your transatlantic flight will
include meal services and in-flight entertainment
Arrive home to Illinois, the same day as your departure from Prague
This is a very flexible itinerary. © Music Celebrations International

HIGHLAND PARK HIGH SCHOOL BAND
The following are cost estimates for MCI’s suggested tour options, with roundtrip airfare from
Chicago, IL during Low Season*.

Including Roundtrip Airfare from:
Chicago, IL (ORD)

MARCH 20 – 28, 2020
7 nights/9 days
SALZBURG (2), VIENNA (3), PRAGUE (2)
Land Only (self-arranged airfare)

48-52
Paying
1 Bus

45-47
Paying
1 Bus

40-44
Paying
1 Bus

35-39
Paying
1 Bus

30-34
Paying
1 Bus

25-29
Paying
1 Bus

-Or-

-Or-

-Or-

-Or-

-Or-

-Or-

100 - 103
Paying
2 Buses

90 - 99
Paying
2 Buses

80 - 89
Paying
2 Buses

70 -79
Paying
2 Buses

60 - 69
Paying
2 Buses

53 - 59
Paying
2 Buses

$3,389

$3,286

$3,358

$3,394

$3,507

$3,688

$2,489

$2,386

$2,458

$2,494

$2,607

$2,788

Travel season dates are generally as follows and are determined by your U.S. Departure Date:
Low (28-Oct-13Dec, 24Dec-31Mar)
Shoulder (01Apr-10May, 05Aug-24Aug, 02Sep-27Oct, 14Dec-23Dec)
High (11May-04Aug, 25Aug-01Sep)
Travel seasons are subject to change without notice from the airline.
The costs vary, depending upon the total number of paying participants sharing certain fixed overhead costs which include
chartered motorcoach, Tour Manager, guides, concert costs, etc.
These costs are based on having MCI handle the accounting and payment processing for each individual on tour. All tour
prices quoted for transportation and land arrangements herein are based on rates (including foreign exchange rates) in effect at
the date of this offer and are subject to change. Adjustments may be made if the exchange rate varies more than 5%.
Please complete your registration on our web portal at https://portal.musiccelebrations.com and submit your $1500 nonrefundable group deposit to Music Celebrations International so that we can immediately begin work on the logistical and
performance arrangements for your concert tour. We'll contact you within a few days to confirm your receipt of this material
and address any questions you might have. In the meantime, you are welcome to contact us toll free at 1-800-395-2036. We
look forward to associating with you in this special performance opportunity.

AMERICAN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC IN AUSTRIA
MUSIC CELEBRATIONS INTERNATIONAL
Cost Inclusions & Exclusions
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COST INCLUSIONS
AIRLINE TRANSPORTATION: Round-trip transportation by scheduled airline carrier from Chicago, IL.
 Includes up to $500 for U.S. Government airline taxes, fees, and estimated fuel surcharge.
COACH TRANSPORTATION: Local modern deluxe motorcoach transportation within Europe upon arrival and
available for the entire tour.
INSTRUMENT/EQUIPMENT TRANSPORATION: FOR THE 49 PASSENGER MOTORCOACH - An
instrument trailer attached to the coach has been included to transport instruments/equipment. FOR THE 54PASSENGER MOTORCOACH – An instrument truck and driver has been included to transport instruments/equipment.
CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS: All performance and workshops are professionally provided in superior venues with
attention to technical details and effective publicity.
INSTRUMENT RENTAL: Instrument Rental of 3 Timpani, 1 Marimba, and 1 Concert Bass Drum and Stand, and
transportation/taxes have been included for the duration of the concert tour
CHEKCED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE: $90 per traveler has been included in the trip price to be allocated to the
program in a check, prior to the trip, to cover additional baggage/luggage fees for checking instruments at the airport
ACCOMMODATIONS: Hotel accommodations in superior tourist-class (3 & 4-star) hotels chosen for location,
reputation, cleanliness, and service. The price is based on DOUBLE OCCUPANCY, all rooms with private facilities. This
offer is based on staying at the following accommodations, or similar:
SALZBURG: Salzburg West
VIENNA: Hotel Bosei
PRAGUE: NH Prague
MEALS: Two meals per day (as noted in the Tour itinerary) including breakfast and dinner.
ENTRANCE FEES: The following Entrance fees are included:

 Salzburg Dom, Mozarthaus, Cable Car to Salzburg Fortress, Mondsee St. Michael’s Church, Melk Abbey, Schönbrunn
Palace, Vienna Central Cemetery, Mozart Museum & Dvorak home, Bertramka Museum, Hradcany Castle, St. Vitus
Cathedral, Old Royal Palace, Daliborka Tower, 50 Euro Vienna Philharmonic Tickets (subject to confirmation)
TOUR ITINERARIES: Versions of the tour itinerary are available listing hotel addresses, telephone and websites.
TOUR MANAGEMENT: One full-time, multi-lingual Tour Manager will be on each motorcoach through the entire
tour. MCI’s European office staff is easily available 24 hours daily to render assistance whenever needed.
WHISPER SYSTEM: Quietvox Audio System consisting of a microphone for the guide and a radio receiver for each
participant for guided tours.
EXCURSIONS: Conducted by licensed, professional guides as outlined in the day-by-day Tour itinerary.
GRATUITIES: Tips to hotel personnel (including meals) are included.
TRAVEL NOTES: Pre-departure Travel Notes are available to each participant containing useful information about
travel preparation, destination information, useful packing and cultural conditioning suggestions.
LIABILITY INSURANCE: $3M MCI Tour Liability Insurance coverage.
INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTING: MCI will handle the accounting and payment processing for each/every individual
DELUXE TRAVEL INSURANCE: Student Deluxe group travel protection plan coverage is included for each
traveler through CF Travel Insured International. Insurance forms will be turned into the director
Trip Cancellation – Trip Cost*
Accident & Sickness Medical Expense – $25,000
Trip Interruption** – 150% of Trip Cost*
Emergency Evacuation & Repatriation –
Travel Delay – 6 hours $750 ($150/day)
$100,000
Missed Connection – 3 hours $500
Cancel for Any Reason (CFAR)*** – Included
Baggage/Personal Effects – $1,500
Non-Insurance
Worldwide
Emergency
Baggage Delay – 24 hours $300
Assistance Services – Included
Non-Medical Emergency Evacuation – $150,000

Coverages may vary and not all coverage is available in all jurisdictions.
* Up to the lesser of the Trip Cost paid or the limit of Coverage for which benefits are requested and the appropriate plan cost has been
paid. Maximum limit of $10,000
** For $0 Trip Cost, there is no Trip Cancellation and Trip Interruption is limited to $500 return air only

AMERICAN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC IN AUSTRIA
MUSIC CELEBRATIONS INTERNATIONAL
Cost Inclusions & Exclusions

*** CFAR coverage is the lessor of 75% of the nonrefundable trip cost or up to the maximum of $10,000. CFAR is optional and available
for individuals or your entire group. Trip cancellation must be 48 hours or more prior to scheduled departure. CFAR must be purchased at
the time of plan purchase and with, or before your final payment. CFAR is available if you paid your Travel Supplier for the full cost for all
non-refundable trip costs for your trip prior to your cancellation of your trip. For $0 Trip Cost there is no CFAR. This benefit is not
available to residents of New York State.

COST EXCLUSIONS






Travel Visa for non-U.S. passport holders, if applicable
Tips to Tour Manager(s), city guides and motorcoach driver(s).
Transportation to and from ORD departure airport.
Daily lunches and Drinks at dinners, beyond water
Airline luggage fees, if applicable (most all international carriers include 1 free piece of checked luggage). $90 has been
included per person for checked instrument luggage fees that the program may incur at the airport.
 Difference between current and actual costs for the airline taxes and the estimated fuel surcharge, if applicable.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE
$200 per person (non-refundable) .................... Due: June 15, 2019
$525 per person .................................................... Due: August 30, 2019
$700 per person .................................................... Due: Novemeber 1, 2019
$875 per person .................................................... Due: January 3, 2020
Final Payment (remaining balance) .................... Due: February 7, 2020
Amount paid is % of the total tour cost, not the balance owed.

CANCELLATION SCHEDULE
$200 per person (non-refundable) ..................... Penalty Begins: June 15, 2019
10% per person, of total tour costs ................... Penalty Begins: September 30, 2019
25% per person, of total tour costs ................... Penalty Begins: December 1, 2019
50% per person, of total tour costs ................... Penalty Begins: January 17, 2020
100% per person, of total tour costs ................. Penalty Begins: February 13, 2020
Amount penalized is % of the total tour cost, not % of what has already been paid.
Please note that the above payment and cancellation schedule is based on the initial deposit date as well as
subsequent on-time payments and can be modified with your input and feedback.
This schedule is subject to change should any payment dates be missed.

Austria Testimonials
“This letter is long time in getting to you to thank Music Celebrations International for the outstanding tour to
Austria they planned for the Miami Choral Society. Saying thank you is the least I can do.”
Timothy Sharp, Miami Children’s Choir, Florida
“The experiences of the chorus members were treasurable. As I have told you personally, the Karlskirche in Vienna had
scores of persons in standing-room only for the entire concert, which concluded with standing ovations, all of our encores, and a protracted
applause as I led the chorus to the rear of the enormous Baroque church….I think you have a thorough picture of
my pleasure with MCI.”
Alan Heatherington, Director of The Chicago Master Singers, Illinois
“Let me begin by complimenting the people who are responsible for securing and promoting performance sites.
Performances are of utmost importance to me, for they are, truly, not only the impetus behind my tours but validate the tours. As for
the tour itself, all of my expectations were met and exceeded. From the bottom of my heart, a very warm and hearty „thank you,‟ for an
experience of a lifetime and memories that will always bring a smile to my heart!”
Dan Salotti, Choir Director, retired, Illinois
“I have just been thinking back over our tour to Germany and Austria this past summer and
wanted to take a minute to thank you for the terrific job you and your staff at Music
Celebrations did for us, again. They were simply first rate in every regard. I’ve been traveling with
ensembles to Europe since 1961 and have considerable experience with travel organizations but I can truthfully
say Music Celebrations International is the most professional organization I have worked with.”
Dr. William Silvester, All American Youth in Concert, New Jersey
“I wanted to take a moment to, once again, thank you for our incredible tour of Eastern Europe
(Austria) last spring arranged by Music Celebrations International. The experience was truly wonderful in every way and surpassed my hopes and
expectations. I never expected the size of audiences we had and their enthusiasm. Again, thank you for helping make a dream a reality for
us.”
Stephen Lytle, Band & Orchestra Director, North Carolina
“Our recent tour (to Austria) was a great success. The concert sites, the sightseeing, the guides and
escorts, were all outstanding. As a director with experiences on other tours, I must say that our
treatment was first class. The integrity and professionalism were very evident from the first
conversations. I look forward to many years of outstanding tours with Music Celebrations International.”
Jeffrey Wirtz, Orchestra Director, Illinois
“Having completed our second performance tour in Austria with MCI, the MacArthur High
School Chamber Orchestra and parents say thank you to Music Celebrations. Thank you for
designing this cultural, music education experience for us. We have memories for a life-time and a
new appreciation of our world.”
Jan Garverick, Orchestra Director, Texas
“On behalf of the USC Trojan Marching Band, I want to take this opportunity to thank you
and your MCI staff for one of the greatest experiences our program has ever had. Our
performances were well attended and the venues were incredible. The audiences were
captivated by our sound and style of entertainment. We could not have asked for a better
reception than what we received at all three cities. This was a terrific tour. I would recommend you
to any musical ensemble that would like to do their tour right and enjoy the experience forever.”
Dr. Art Bartner, USC Trojan Marching Band, California
“Thanks so much for arranging such an exceptional tour for my choir! Every detail was attended to with
utmost care and professionalism! The memories, both musical and historical, will remain in our hearts for years to come. I look
forward to participating in many more festivals under your coordination!”
Linda Schonbachler, Choir Director, Indiana

“Our recent Austria trip with the Lakeville High School Chamber Chorale was unforgettable. Our
entire tour was again a wonderful experience for directors, students, and parents alike. The scenery
was fantastic, the musical/historical attractions were deeply moving, and the overall pace once again
was a great balance of many concerts and much singing, lots of sightseeing, and the right amount of
free time. The meals and hotels were first rate (not a complaint from anyone in our group!) There are
great stories and memories, but I'll just end it and say thanks
again, we had a great trip!”
Paul Wigley, Choir Director, Minnesota
“Vienna. Salzburg, Graz. Budapest. Four cities, memories for a lifetime. Music Celebrations
International insured the success of our tour through the combined expertise of their various
staff members, from their corporate office staff to their international staff on site in the
countries we visited. Because of their knowledge and experience, we were able to enjoy the many
facets of international travel without the worry of logistical details. Thank you, Music Celebrations,
for making our tour dreams come true. We'll cherish the memories!”
Roxanne Lemos, Orchestra Tour Coordinator, California
“Just a brief note to let you know that we had a wonderful trip. You provided us with excellent audiences, and a receptive audience is quite
important to me; your publicity is obviously professional in quality...The concerts all went extremely well....The sightseeing tours were
quite good. Everyone seemed to have enjoyed the trip very much. A big thanks to MCI for the careful planning.”
Tim & Carol Thomas, Choir Director, Alabama
“The Lincoln Youth Symphony traveled to Austria on a performance tour in the spring of 2005. We visited Vienna, Graz, Salzburg,
and Innsbruck during our tour. From our arrival in Vienna to our departure, the trip was well planned with a good balance between
structured group activities and unstructured time to explore each town. Our tour manager in Austria also
did a great job of suggesting places to visit that were not originally on the itinerary, but ended up being some
of the highlights of the trip…Our performance in the Orangerie in Schonnbrun Palace was inspiring - getting
to perform in front of an enthusiastic audience of 450 people was a special treat. We thoroughly enjoyed our trip and can't wait
to return to Austria!”
Dr. Bob Krueger, Orchestra Director, Nebraska
“My relationship with Music Celebrations International began in 2003 when they organized the University
Singers tour through Central Europe. During the tour, I was very impressed with the care this company took to assure
that every musical experience was of the highest quality—the venues were stunning and the audiences were large and enthusiastic.
But, their creative planning went beyond my expectations in many, many ways. One example of their
creative planning was organizing joint concerts with choirs from the University of Vienna and the University
of Hungary. These concerts provided our students with a unique opportunity to interact with students
possessing similar interest, and this proved to be a highlight for many of our students.”
Dr. Kevin Fenton, Choir Director, Florida State University
The Alabama Boychoir and Girls Chorus spent a week touring Germany and Austria.
Undoubtedly, it will be a lifelong memory for them, largely due to the management of
Music Celebrations. The concert venues were some of the finest in Europe and the publicity for the
concert in Vienna brought an audience that more than filled Karlskirche. In addition to excellent
performance experiences, Music Celebrations chose hotels that were very comfortable.
In all, I was more than pleased with the work that Music Celebrations did for us and plan
to contract with them again next year!
Karen Nicolosi, Alabama Boychoir & Girls Chorus
“From the moment we step on the plane until we arrive home I can relax because MCI
takes care of everything. I wouldn't consider using another travel agency as we are spoiled by the ease of working with MCI! From the
office staff to the amazing tour guides, the level of professionalism is of the highest quality. Bravissimo, MCI!”
Ellen Palmer McCurdy, Orchestra Director, Arizona
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